
This agenda is subject to change at any time up to 24 hours prior to the scheduled meeting

Peachtree City
Mayor & City Council
Vanessa Fleisch, Mayor
Phil Prebor – Post 1
Mike King – Post 2
Kevin Madden – Post 3
Terry Ernst – Post 4

CITY COUNCIL OF PEACHTREE CITY
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

JUNE 18, 2020
6:30 p.m. 

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Announcements, Awards, Special Recognition
Employee Team Award – Recreation & Special Events
Recognize Zach Jiang – May Employee of the Month

IV. Public Comment

V. Agenda Changes

VI. Minutes
June 4, 2020, Regular Meeting Minutes

VII. Consent Agenda
1.  FY 2020 Budget Adjustment – Code Enforcement Golf Cart

VIII. Old Agenda Items

IX. New Agenda Items
06-20-02 Public Hearing – Variance Request, 103 Tamerlane, Front Setback Encroachment

Staff memo added to packet Monday) 
06-20-03 Public Hearing – Variance Requests, Campanile’s, 2008 SR 54

Staff memo added to packet Monday) 
06-20-04 Budget Adjustment – Prepay Portion of FY 2021 DB Pension Contributions

X. Council/ Staff Topics
Ordinance Preview – Amend Multi-use Path/ Park Enforcement Regulations in Traffic Ordinance

XI. Executive Session

XII. Adjourn
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b) The application of the particular provision of the zoning ordinance to a
particular piece of property, due to extraordinary and exceptional
conditions pertaining to that property because of its size, shape, or
topography, would create an unnecessary hardship for the owner while
causing no detriment to the public.  

Variance Criteria
Section 1207 of the Zoning Ordinance states the City Council shall not grant a variance
unless all of the following findings can be made

a) There are special circumstances applicable to the property, including
location, shape, size, surroundings, or topography so that the strict application
of this ordinance denies the property of privileges enjoyed by other property in
the vicinity and under identical zoning district classification; 
Staff Comment: There are no special circumstances are applicable to the
property.  

b) The strict or literal interpretation and application of this ordinance would result
in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships inconsistent with the general
purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance, or would deprive the Applicant
of privileges granted to others in similar circumstances; 
Staff Comment: No evidence of practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship
was presented as part of the application.  

c) There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable
to the property involved or the intended development of the property which
preclude the applicant from complying with this ordinance and that do not
apply generally to other property in the same zoning district and which prevent
the applicant from complying with existing regulations; 
Staff Comment: There are no exceptional or extraordinary circumstances on
the property that don’t also apply to other lots in this subdivision.  

d) The granting of such variance will not constitute the granting of special
privileges inconsistent with the limitations on other property in the same zoning
district; 
Staff Comment: Granting this variance would constitute the granting of a
special privilege inconsistent with the setback requirements on other property
in the same zoning district. 

e) The granting of such variance will not be materially detrimental to the public
health, safety, or general welfare nor injurious to property or improvements in
the zone or neighborhood in which the property is located; and
Staff Comment: Granting of a variance in this case would not be detrimental to
public health, safety, or general welfare. The applicant has the support of
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adjoining property owners that would be most impacted should the addition
be constructed as proposed.  

f) The granting of such variance will not create inconsistencies with any objective
of the Comprehensive Plan. 
Staff Comment: Granting of the variance would not create any significant
inconsistencies with the Comprehensive Plan, which encourages the
protection of the character of existing neighborhoods as well as the
redevelopment and reinvestment within neighborhoods.  

ATTACHMENTS
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Variance Application: Report Justifying the Requested Variance

Address: 103 Tamerlane Peachtree City, GA 30269

We are requesting that the existing rear setback be changed from 30’ to 22’6”. 
The homeowner, William Wojcik, would like for us to build a pool enclosure over
his existing pool. This enclosure would ensure safety of family member, provide

UV ray protection, and keep insects and other creatures out.  

Please consider approving this request so the homeowner can enjoy their
property to the fullest. Thank you.  
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of State Route 54 reduced the front parking setbacks for both the Mile’s Hardware and
Campanile’s Home sites so that today, both parking lots abut the State’s right-of-way.   

The Applicant plans to redevelop the property for a new 6,900 square foot commercial
building and associated parking. The front parking setback would be increased from zero
feet to ten feet, while still maintaining the cross-access connection with Mile’s Hardware.  
A new cross-access connection to the adjacent commercial site (Mavis Discount Tire) 
would provide a link between all the commercial properties on the east side of Highway
54 to the traffic signals at Sumner Road and Broken Bow.  

The existing stormwater facility and septic system are proposed to remain where they are
currently located, which is within the required 75-foot transitional yard. Both systems
would be upgraded to meet today’s development standards.  

As part of the application, the Applicant has included a justification narrative, site plans
showing the proposed improvements on the property, and letters of support from
adjacent property owners and commercial tenants. 

Variance Consideration
In accordance with Section 1202 of the Zoning Ordinance and Section 1303 of the Land
Development Ordinance, variances shall only be granted if: 

a) Relief, if granted, would be in harmony with, or , could be made to be in
harmony with, the general purpose and intent of the zoning and land
development ordinance; or

b) The application of the particular provision of the zoning and land
development ordinance to a particular piece of property, due to
extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to that property
because of its size, shape, or topography, would create an unnecessary
hardship for the owner while causing no detriment to the public.  

Variance Criteria
Section 1207 of the Zoning Ordinance and 1303 of the Land Development Ordinance
states the City Council shall not grant a variance unless all of the following findings can
be made

a) There are special circumstances applicable to the property, including
location, shape, size, surroundings, or topography so that the strict application
of this ordinance denies the property of privileges enjoyed by other property in
the vicinity and under identical zoning district classification; 
Staff Comment: The commercial sites in the immediate vicinity were
developed under Fayette County development regulations. None of the
adjacent properties have the required 60- foot tree save landscape buffer
along State Route 54 or the 75-foot transitional yard adjacent to the residential
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property. Neither of the current Campanile’ s nor Mile’ s Hardware sites have the
required 20- foot parking setback; Mavis Discount Tire meets this requirement.   

b) The strict or literal interpretation and application of this ordinance would result
in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships inconsistent with the general
purpose and intent of the Zoning and Land Development Ordinances, or
would deprive the Applicant of privileges granted to others in similar
circumstances; 
Staff Comment: Literal interpretation of the front parking setback and tree-save
landscape buffer would result in the loss of a cross- access connection
between Mile’ s Hardware and this property. The literal application of the 75-
foot transition yard requirement would result in the inability to update the
existing stormwater facility and the existing septic drain field.  

c) There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable
to the property involved or the intended development of the property which
preclude the applicant from complying with this ordinance and that do not
apply generally to other property in the same zoning district and which prevent
the applicant from complying with existing regulations; 
Staff Comment: Since all of the surrounding properties were developed prior to
the adoption of modern stormwater codes and prior to annexation into the City, 
none fully comply with all of the City’ s development ordinances. Therefore, the
intended re-development of the site and the need to provide vehicular
circulation to the adjacent non-conforming properties is the extraordinary
circumstance that prevents the applicant from complying with all existing
regulations.  

d) The granting of such variance will not constitute the granting of special
privileges inconsistent with the limitations on other property in the same zoning
district; 
Staff Comment: Granting this variance would not constitute the granting of a
special privilege inconsistent with the existing development patterns on other
property in the immediate vicinity. 

e) The granting of such variance will not be materially detrimental to the public
health, safety, or general welfare nor injurious to property or improvements in
the zone or neighborhood in which the property is located; and
Staff Comment: Granting of a variance in this case would not be detrimental to
public health, safety, or general welfare. The applicant has provided letters of
support from adjoining property owners.  

f) The granting of such variance will not create inconsistencies with any objective
of the Comprehensive Plan. 
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Staff Comment: Granting of the variance would not create any significant
inconsistencies with the Comprehensive Plan, which encourages commercial
reinvestment.  
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1

VARIANCE APPLICATION

DETAILED REPORT JUSTIFYING THE REQUESTED VARIANCE

Property: 2008 Hwy. 54

Peachtree City, GA

Applicant: Trinity & Assocs. by

Richard (Rick) Lindsey

The Applicant seeks three variances so the existing structure on the property can be removed and
the property redeveloped with a newer sprinklered brick building, enhanced landscaping, up-to-
date storm water quality/detention system, and a proposed inter-parcel access to the neighboring
property connecting all of the commercial properties in the area between the Publix Shopping
Center to Peachtree Court.  The property is currently zoned General Commercial and was part of
the annexation of property along Hwy 54 that the City Council approved a couple of years ago.  

The property was originally developed many years ago under Fayette County’ s standards and

ordinances.  The original wooden building on the site was replaced by the current brick building

in the mid- 1990’ s. The property is bordered by Hwy 54, a tire store, a hardware store, a dance

studio, and mobile home park, all of which were also developed under Fayette County Code and

standards.  The Department of Transportation increased the width of the Hwy 54 right- of-way in

the 1980’ s taking a good portion of the original front setback and decreasing the depth of the

property.   

Since it was platted and developed under Fayette County Code, the existing condition of the
property does not conform to current Peachtree City Code.  As such, the existing improvements
on the property would also require these same requested variances if they were not
grandfathered”. If all of the setbacks and buffers were imposed on the property, such restrictions

would in essence amount to a taking of almost 50% of this parcel that originally was not created
with these buffers and setbacks in place.  

The proposed development will increase the distance between Hwy 54 and the parking lot, will

increase the distance between Hwy 54 and the new building, will provide landscaping along Hwy

54 where there currently is none, and will improve inter-parcel access. The current stormwater
retention is twenty (20) years old and has no water quality structure. The new development will
bring the stormwater system up to current code and standards which will greatly improve the water
quality. The current building is outdated and has no sprinkler system. This new building will
conform to new Peachtree City architectural standards including a dedicated sprinkler system. In
all, the redevelopment of the property will improve the current on-site conditions, will improve
the area with better and safer vehicle access, and will improve the stormwater quality.  

The Applicant has discussed the requested variances with the owners of all of the neighboring

properties.  Each has expressed support for the variances and all have written letters to the City
stating as much. 
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2

The Applicant seeks three variances to enable it to redevelop this property.  If granted, the

Applicant can develop the property so that the parking along the front of the building is actually

pushed back from its current location away from Hwy 54, the new building pushed back from the

location of the current building, the inter- parcel access constructed, and the detention pond

improved. 

The three variances requested are as follows: 

1) Section 1006. 5(c)(2) of the Zoning Ordinance:  reduce front driveway/ parking setback

from 20 feet to 10 feet ( currently there is no setback); 

2) Section 723.1(c)(1)( b) of the Land Development Ordinance: reduce the nonresidential

buffer along Hwy 54 from 40 feet to 10 feet ( currently there is no setback); and

3) Section 916.2 of the Zoning Ordinance: reduce the transitional yard in the rear between

the parking lot/driveway and the property line of the mobile home park as depicted on

the submitted site plan ( the location of the detention pond and septic field are not

changing and a portion of the current parking lot sits in the transitional yard).  

Each of these variance requests falls under Section 1206 and shall be reviewed by the zoning
administrator, city staff, and city council.  These variance requests meet the criteria set forth in
Section 1207. 

1) Section 1006. 5(c)(2):  Reduce front driveway setback from 20 feet to 10 feet: 

a) There are special circumstances applicable to this property.  The existing driveway

and parking lot lie within this 20- foot setback area today and have at least since

Hwy 54 was widened in the 1980’s.  Currently, the front parking goes right to the
front property line with no landscaping, other than grass. The parking lots of the
neighboring properties on both sides of the subject property are also within 20 feet
of Hwy 54.  Requiring a 20-foot setback will force about one-half of the needed
parking to the back of the building, closer to the residential property.  

b) The strict and literal interpretation and application of the ordinance will result in
the elimination of about one-half of the parking along the front of the building and
push it to the back of the building closer to the residential property. In addition, the
current location of the parking lot is closer to the property line and Hwy 54 than the
proposed location.  Both neighboring properties have parking lots that are as close
or closer to Hwy 54 than the proposed parking lot on the subject property. 

c) There are exceptional and extraordinary circumstances and conditions applicable

to the property due to its unique shape, its prior development under the ordinances

of Fayette County, and the widening of Hwy 54 which decreased the depth of the

property. 

d) The granting of the requested variance will not constitute the granting of special

privileges inconsistent with the limitations on other property in the same zoning

district.  The commercial properties located adjacent to this property on both sides

and in the greater vicinity are all within 20 feet of the Hwy 54 right-of-way. 
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e) The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or

general welfare nor injurious to property or improvements in the zone or

neighborhood in which the property is located; and

f) The granting of such variance will not create inconsistencies with any objective of

the Comprehensive Plan.  The property is currently zoned General Commercial.  

The Applicant is not requesting any additional encroachment into the front setback

than currently exists and will present a landscape plan that buffers and softens the
development from Hwy 54. The new parking lot will actually be farther away from
Hwy 54. 

2) Section 723.1(c)(1)(b) of the Land Development Ordinance: reduce the nonresidential
buffer along Hwy 54 from 40 feet to 10 feet: 
a) There are special circumstances applicable to this property.  The existing driveway

and parking lot lie within this 40-foot setback area today with no landscaping along
Hwy 54 and have since the highway was widened in the 1980’s.  The parking lots
of the neighboring properties on both sides of the subject property are within 40
feet of Hwy 54.  Requiring a 40- foot buffer will force about one- half of the parking

to the back of the building, closer to the residential property. Additionally, the

current inter- parcel drive between the subject property and the True Value

Hardware store would have to be removed when the property is redeveloped if this

variance request is not granted. 

b) The strict and literal interpretation and application of the ordinance will result in

the elimination of about one- half of the parking along the front of the building and

push it to the back of the building closer to the residential property. In addition, the

current location of the parking lot is closer to the property line and Hwy 54 than the

proposed location.  Both neighboring properties have parking lots that are as close

or closer to Hwy 54 than the proposed parking lot on the subject property. As stated

above, the current inter-parcel drive between the subject property and the True
Value Hardware store would have to be removed when the property is redeveloped
if this variance request is not granted.  

c) There are exceptional and extraordinary circumstances and conditions applicable
to the property due to its unique shape, its prior development under the ordinances
of Fayette County, and the widening of Hwy 54 which decreased the depth of the
property. 

d) The granting of the requested variance will not constitute the granting of special
privileges inconsistent with the limitations on other property in the same zoning
district. The commercial properties located adjacent to this property on both sides
and in the greater vicinity are all within 40 feet of the Hwy 54 right- of-way. 

e) The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or

general welfare nor injurious to property or improvements in the zone or

neighborhood in which the property is located; and
f) The granting of such variance will not create inconsistencies with any objective of

the Comprehensive Plan.  The property is currently zoned General Commercial.  
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The Applicant is not requesting any additional encroachment into the front setback

than currently exists and will present a landscape plan that buffers and softens the

development from Hwy 54. The new parking lot will actually be farther away from

Hwy 54. 

3) Section 916: reduce the transitional yard in the rear between the parking lot/driveway

and the property line of the mobile home park as depicted on the submitted site plan: 
a) There are special circumstances applicable to this property.  This property, along

with the other commercial properties in the area and the mobile home park, were
all developed under the ordinances of Fayette County.  As such, each is hampered
in redeveloping due to the conditions on the ground. In addition, the widening of
Hwy 54 many years ago decreased the depth of the property squeezing the buildable
area. The unique shape of the property further complicates its redevelopment. By
reducing the length of the transition yard, the building can be pulled back from Hwy
54 and the inter-parcel access can be constructed. Additionally, the current
detention pond and septic field need to be improved and brought up to current
standards so temporary permission to grade in the transition yard will allow those

improvements to be made.  

b) The strict and literal interpretation and application of the ordinance results in

moving the building closer to Hwy 54 and eliminates much of the area for needed

parking in the front of the building. It also prevents the construction of the inter-

parcel access and prevents the improvements to the retention pond.  Finally, the

strict and literal interpretation and application of the ordinance deprives the

Applicant of the privileges granted to the adjacent property ( Mavis) which has a

parking lot and building located within the transition yard. 

c) There are exceptional and extraordinary circumstances and conditions applicable

to the property as it was originally developed under the ordinances of Fayette

County and the depth of the property was decreased when GDOT widened Hwy 54
and created a four-lane road. The inter-parcel access cannot be constructed and the
improvements to the retention pond and septic field cannot be constructed if the
variance is denied. 

d) The granting of the requested variance will not constitute the granting of special
privileges inconsistent with the limitations on other property in the same zoning
district.  The parking lot of the adjacent commercial property (Mavis) is located
within 75 feet of the residential property. Additionally, the dance studio building
located on Peachtree Court is also within 75 feet of the residential property. 

e) The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or
general welfare nor injurious to property or improvements in the zone or

neighborhood in which the property is located.  Vehicular safety will be improved

as will the stormwater detention system and water quality if the variance is granted; 

and
f) The granting of such variance will not create inconsistencies with any objective of

the Comprehensive Plan. The property is currently zoned commercial. The
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Applicant will present a landscape plan that further buffers and softens the

development from the residential property. Granting the variance will allow the

construction of an inter- parcel access that connects all of the commercial properties

between the Publix Shopping Center and Peachtree Court. Granting the variance

will allow the improvement of the stormwater detention and water quality. 

For these reasons, the variance requests comply with the requirements of Section 1207.  The
proposed re-development of the site will: (1) improve the connectivity between the commercial
properties in the area resulting in safer vehicular travel along this stretch of Hwy 54; (2) push back
the parking lot away from Hwy 54; ( 3) increase the setback of the building from the roadway
allowing for improved landscaping along Hwy 54 where there currently is none; ( 4) permit the

construction of a building using current architectural standards including a sprinkler system; ( 5) 

improve the stormwater detention and water quality; and, ( 6) result in an overall improvement to

the site. 
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