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Fleisch, who was a realtor, said that banks were dragging their feet when it came to maintaining
the homes in foreclosure, which rr;ade them difficult to sell. In many cases, neighbors were

mowing the grass, but their patience would run out. Fleisch said she had originally been very

concerned about how the ordinance would affect people selling their homes, but she was

comfortable with the exemptions. The proposed ordinance was not perfect, but it would help the

people living next to the vacant homes and would give Code Enforcement more leverage with

the owners.

Rast said that, following the publication of the agenda in the weekly UPDATES, staff had

received e- mails asking that some houses be checked. Babb found one of the properties had a

broken fence and pool with brackish water and was already working with the bank to get that

taken care of.

Leamard verified that the proposed ordinance would provide the teeth needed to go after those

who did not take care of their property. Rast said that was correct. Once a property was

identified, staff would contact the property owner, who would then have 180 days to either

register the property or send the City letter saying what was going on with the property.
Learnard asked if the City would get the response it wanted. Babb said that once a bank got a

legal notice of default, they were responsible for a property.

lmker said he did want the ordinance, but he wanted to understand the magnitude of the problem.
Babb said that, at any given time since the first of the year, there had been 30 - 40 homes on her

radar, some of which were for sale. lmker asked about businesses, and Babb said there were a

few.

Imker clarified that the property owner would be notified when the City determined a property
was vacant. He said 180 days was generous, and 60 days seemed more reasonable. He asked

what the rationale was for 180 days. Rast said 180 days sounded like an extended period of time.

Babb said if the City could prove a building was vacant for 180 days, then the ordinance, if

approved, could be in invoked. She had a few properties that had been vacant a year or more.

lmker said he did not want to give those property owners another 180 days. He asked if there

was a problem with 60 days. Rast said the owners were on the clock once they were notified.

lmker suggested lowering the $200 registration fee, which he felt would discourage owners from

registering. lmker also asked about loopholes and someone coming back to sleep in a home and

sweep the floors on the 1 78th day, then moving out again. He asked whether that building would

be considered occupied. City Attorney Ted Meeker said a business would have to transact some

form of business, not just come in and clean up.

n

lmker said he needed to understand the inspections, asking when the first inspection took place

following registration. He noted that the first inspection would be $ 50, the re- inspection would

be $ 75, and subsequent inspections would $ 100. Rast said the registration would be an armual

fee, and owners would have to re- register the building by October 31. lmker suggested it be the

one- year point from the first registration. Rast said staff would drive by the building and look at

the windows, doors, and other areas. Imker asked when a property would be inspected again.

Rast said it would be done as needed. lInker said he had a problem with that. He felt staff








