
City Council of Peachtree City
Agenda

March 16, 2006
7: 00 p.m.

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Announcements, Awards, Special Recognition
Remind Attendees to Turn Off Cell Phones

Recognize Andy Johnson and Ryan MacCallum as Employees of the Month

IV. Minutes

March 2, 2006, Regular Meeting Minutes
March 8, 2006, Special Called Meeting Minutes

V. Consent Agenda
1. Alcohol License - Change in Licensee - Chili' s Grill and Bar
2. Alcohol License - Change in Licensee - Romano' s Macaroni Grill
3. Consider Adoption of Transmittal Letter for STWP/ CIP
4. Consider Right- of-Way Deeds for SR 74 S ( Phase 1) Road Widening Project
5. Consider Bids for Fire Department Vehicles
6. Consider Bids for Public Works Vehicles

VI. Old Agenda Items

VII. New Agenda Items

03-06- 05 Public Hearing - Consider Post-construction Stormwater
Runoff Management Ordinance

03- 06- 06 Public Hearing - Consider Amendment to Article XII, Appeals,
Section 1202. 2(c) to Update the Application Fee for Variance

Requests
03-06- 07 Consider Ordinance Amendments to Update Application Fee for

Variance Requests (Various Sections)
03-06-08 Consider Banners for Tour de Georgia
03- 06-09 Consider Contract for SPLOST Street Resurfacing
03- 06- 10 Consider Resolution in Opposition to Senate Resolution 1040

Pertaining to Inverse Condemnation
03-06- 11 Consider Contract for Geotechnical Services

VIII. Council/ Staff Topics

IX. Executive Session

This agenda is subject to change at any time up to 24- hours prior to the scheduled

meeting.













City Council Minutes

March 2, 2006

Page 6

Plunkett asked Financial Services Director Paul Salvatore if it was unusual to spend $ 32, 000 at

this point in the year. Salvatore said it depended on Council. He noted that Council had a

contingency of several hundred thousand dollars when he first came to work for the City. Over
time, Council had become more frugal in allocating the funds, but more than half of the Council

Contingency budget would still be available at halfway through the fiscal year. Plunkett asked if
that would cover the next six months. Salvatore said that Council Contingency was mainly for

discretionary programs. The budget had funds in the PIP contingency and the SPLOST funds.

Logsdon asked Eiswerth if Council could get a report at three months. Eiswerth said they could.

Kourajian asked Eiswerth if the program would be worked into the department budget if it were

successful. Eiswerth said the program would be moved into the operating budget as a line item
for volunteers.

The motion carried unanimously.

CounciIlStaff Topics

Tourism Association Presentation on Current Status

Plunkett introduced Lauren Yawn, the executive director of the Peachtree City Tourism
Association (PCTA).

Yawn went over figures on the economic impact of tourism statewide. The Georgia Economic

Development Agency ( GEDA) considered tourism an industry. The growth in direct tourism

expenditures increased 6% from 2003 ($ 14, 523. 80) to 2004 ($ 15, 398. 62). The growth in tourism

jobs from 2003 ( 209, 510) to 2004 ( 211, 790) was 1.1%. The tourism payroll increased 2. 7%

from 2003 ($ 5, 995.47) to 2004 ($ 6, 116.41), and state and local taxes increased 5. 3% from 2003

1, 145. 63) to 2004 ($ 1, 206.49). Visitors to the state were in the following categories -
destination overnight, 29. 9 million ( 58.2%); passing through, 10. 8 million ( 23.4%); and
destination day, 8.5 million (18. 4%). The purpose of travel to the state included visit friends or

family, 45%; business, 21 %; other, 16%; and entertaimnentlsightseeingloutdoor recreation, 19%.

Yawn continued that the average tourist spent $95. 92 per day. Those who stayed overnight spent
123.34, while those on day trips spent $ 47. 34. Georgia residents spent $ 79.39 compared to out-

of-state visitors who spent $ 97.67. Tourists visiting for leisure spent $ 70.42, and tourists visiting
for business spent $ 174. 92.

Yawn told Council that tourism was the second largest industry in the state behind timber. She
continued that getting into Georgia was convenient and simple. Hartsfield Jackson was the

world' s busiest and most efficient airport. Eight regional airlines offered commercial passenger
service throughout the state. Georgia also had one of the nation' s best highway systems. The

state had a booming convention business and welcomed one million attendees in 2003 to Atlanta

alone.

Yawn pointed out that the metro area took in the lion' s share of tourism dollars. She discussed
what the PCTA had " in the works." She noted that the City was still a small town and the
residents were very community-minded. She had placed a can of Coca- Cola and a bag of
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ways to increase traffic during the down times and add more community events. They also
wanted to put stickers in sponsors' windows. South Atlanta Lexus had signed on as a major
sponsor.

Tennis Center Director Dave Gary said there would be three new tournaments this year. They
had bid on two national tournaments and were waiting to hear about them.

Rast gave Council an update on the Comprehensive Plan task force advisory board. He said they
were about 75% done with the community assessment. They needed to add charts, tables, and

photographs. He said they were also working on the community participation program. Both

documents should be done by the end of next month and would be brought to Council after that.

Rast said the work was schedule, and there had been a lot of good ideas and community
participation. Information on the Comprehensive Plan was available on the website. Rutherford
asked if the staff was presenting the information and if the committee was actively involved.
Rast said it had been a bit of both. Staff had been gathering a lot of data and doing research, and

the advisory board had been hearing the information and discussing it. Rutherford said she had

questions on whether the board members were actively involved, but understood it was affected

by the current stage in the process. Rast said the board members would be actively participating.

Kourajian asked for an update on the Three Dollar Cafe. City Manager Bernard McMullen said

they were working on the building, but added it would be a miracle if the restaurant were ready
to open by March 15.

Plunkett asked about golf cart paths by Aberdeen. She asked how far along those were.

McMullen said the paths had been graded. They had been working around the Battery Way area,

and would be back to pave those paths.

Kourajian said the Center Green subdivision sign looked good. He asked if the landscaping was

complete. Rutherford said it looked done. McMullen said it was.

Kourajian asked if there was an update on the alcohol server permits. Logsdon said there was a

meeting scheduled the last week in March. McMullen said all the alcohol license holders would
be invited to the meeting. The meeting would be held in the Floy Farr room at the library during
a time that would work for the businesses' schedules. Kourajian asked who would facilitate the

meeting. McMullen said he would be there, along with Police Chief Jim Murray and Mayor
Logsdon. He said they had not discussed who would run the meeting. Kourajian said McMullen
should facilitate the meeting. Logsdon said he had received a call from a liquor store owner who

asked that the City keep the permits. Kourajian said Council had discussed at one time the

possibility of coordinating the permit process with the other municipalities. McMullen said the

permit was good anywhere in the City. Kourajian said they should be able to work anywhere in
the County. Rutherford agreed and noted that the City' s process was the strictest. They should
not have to pay twice to work in two places. Kourajian added it was not a moneymaking
process.





















PEACHTR~ CITY
PLAN TO STAY-

City Hall
151 Wiflowbend Road
Peachtree City, GA 30269

Phone: 770-467- 7657
Fax: 770-631- 2505
www. peachtree-city. org

State of Georgia

City of Peachtree City:

I, James V. Murray, Chief of Police for the City ofPeachtree City, do hereby certify that:

Jeffiey Alan Hoban

Name

1004 Allen Street Dallas. TX 75204

Address

Has been investigated and found not to have been convicted of, nor to have entered a plea

ofnolo contendre, to any felony or misdemeanor relating to the sale or use ofalcoholic

beverages or illegal narcotics or drugs within five (5) years prior to the date of the

application for this license.

tfJl1,~
Win4s~ -

ignature

d-, a'l/
Date

I

tJl; IJJ!~ lkdI
cwdaA~ rYutI.
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CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:

VIA:

FROM:

DATE: March 9, 2006

SUBJECT: STWP/ CIE Plan Update (2006 - 2010)
March 16, 2006 City Council Agenda

Recommendation:

Staff recommends that Council approve the attached Resolution of Adoption and authorize Staff
to submit this document to the Atlanta Regional Commission ( ARC) and the Georgia
Department of Community Affairs (DCA).

Discussion:

Several months ago, Council authorized Staff to submit our annual update of the Short Term

Work Program ( STWP) and Capital Improvements Element (CIE) to ARC and DCA for review.
The annual update to the Short Term Work Program was prepared in accordance with the

Minimum Planning Standards, and the annual update of the Capital Improvements Element was

prepared in accordance with the Development Impact Fee Compliance Requirements Procedures
for Local Comprehensive Planning established by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989.

Submittal of these documents assures ARC and DCA that local governments are in compliance
with their adopted Comprehensive Plans and allows us to maintain our status as a Qualified
Local Government ( QLG). City Staff was notified on February 8 that the Atlanta Regional
Commission ( ARC) and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) have approved
our updated STWP and CIE. These documents must be officially adopted by City Council in
order to complete this step in updating our Comprehensive Plan.

Bud!!et Impact:

There is no budget impact associated with the adoption of this document.

Attachment



A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF

THE CITY OF P~ ACHTREE CITY

REGARDING UPDATES TO THE

SHORT TERM WORK PROGRAM ( STWP)

AND CAPITAL IMPROV~ MENTS ELEMENT (CIE)

AND OTHER COM~ REHENSIVE ~ LAN AMENDM~ NTS

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT:

The Mayor and Council of the City of Peachtree City, Georgia, hereby authorize the

adoption of the Short Term Work Program ( STWP) and Capital Improvements Element

CIE) updates and other Comprehensive Plan Amendments to the 1992 - 2005 City of

Peachtree City Comprehensive Plan.

SO RESOLVED, this day of 2006.

Harold Logsdon, Mayor

Attest:

City Clerk







CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor and City counci~~

City Manage-- ~- -
QM

Assistant Cit~~:~~ l()\)
Financial Services Director "'1"
Purchasing Agent~

VIA:

FROM: Public Services Director ~

DATE: February 27, 2006

SUBJECT: Truck Bids

March I6, 2006 City Coullcil Meetillg

Recommendation:

We recommend that all four (4) low bids for new Ford vehicles be accepted as described herein.

Discussion:

The City solicited sealed bids on January 17, 2006, for four (4) Ford dump trucks ( bids # 06-

117BPW - # 06- 120BPW). The desired vehicles included two F- 250' s and two F- 650 cabs with

chassis. Four companies submitted bids on one or more of the vehicles ( with trade- in discounts

on current surplus vehicles). The lowest bids were submitted as follows:

Vehicle

F-250

F- 250

F- 650 Cab/ Chassis

F- 650 Cab/ Chassis

Base Bid

24, 500

20,643
46, 797

46, 797

Trade- In

2, 500

2, 500

3, 000

3, 000

Net Bid

21, 950

18, 143

43, 797

43, 797

Company
Wade Ford

Wade Ford

Allan Vigil Ford

Allan Vigil Ford

Bud!!etarv Impact:

Funds are available in account # 100- 4100- 54- 2050 to cover the combined $ 40,093 cost of the

two F- 250' s ($ 4, 907 less than the budgeted amount of $45, 000). However, the funding available

in account # 356- 4100- 54- 2210 ($ 82, 000) to cover the $ 87, 594 cost of the two F- 650' s is short by
5, 594. We therefore request this amount to be transferred from the 2006 PIP Contingency to

cover this additional cost.





































































EXCERPT FROM APPROVED MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 3, 2001

04-01- 05 Public Hearing - Service Fee Increases

Salvatore addressed Council and stated that thi$ was the second of two public hearings to discuss
revisions to Peachtree City' s fee structures, and that some of the fees - particularly Occupational
Tax and Alcohol License fees -- had not been revised since 1993. Salvatore pointed out that, in the
Financial Policies that would be proposed at the May 17th Council meeting, a policy would be
included to revise and update the fees on at least a three-year basis.

Salvatore provided a power point presentation ( included in meeting packet) and brief overview
of the process that was conducted, including information received from other cities and counties
on similar fees, in comparison to Peachtree City' s fee structures. Based on that examination
changes to the current fee structure were proposed. Some proposals had also been made for new

fees and charges. The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) had also assisted staff in gathering
data.

Regarding Occupational Taxes, Salvatore explained that most of the cities surveyed used the

gross receipts method to collect fees, and that Peachtree City was one of the few cities that
calculated the fees based on the number of employees and that the City of Norcross was the only
city that was comparable to Peachtree City - they charged a fee of $15 per employee with no

maximum. Salvatore said Peachtree City' s current fee was $ 12 per employee ($ 75 minimum and
1250 maximum), and that the City proposed to raise the fee to $ 15 per employee ($ 100

minimum and $ 1575 maximum). He said staff felt that if the City had either changed to the

gross receipts method ( like most other cities were doing) or eliminated the maximum, it would
have created an excessive burden on most of the businesses in the community. Instead, staff

proposed to change the maximum gradually over a four- year period of$ 500 each year. Salvatore
clarified for Tennant that, if a person had a one-person, home-based business, they would just
pay the $ 100 minimum.

Regarding Alcohol License fees, Salvatore explained that staff had found that several fees
currently being charged were in line ( change in License and Distilled Spirits, Beer and Wine
Retail); however, some of the other fees were low, so staff proposed implementing a five- year
schedule to increase these fees. Salvatore said further that staff found there were several new

fees that should be added, including a $ 100 additional fee for Sunday Sales, which other cities
charged, but Peachtree City did not charge.

Another new fee proposed would be a $ 100 delinquent renewal fee. Salvatore said Peachtree

City' s current procedure was such that if a business was delinquent, they would have to reapply
and go through the entire application process to obtain a new license. To avoid the
administrative burden this imposed, staff proposed charging a $ 100 delinquent fee to reinstate
the license. In addition, staff proposed adding a $ 2500 Alcohol Lounge fee to relieve the burden

Attachment "A"









CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Director of Financial Services.

FROM: Director of Developmental Services

DATE: February 8, 2001

SUBJECT: Building Department Permit Fees

We have just completed a study of our basic fee structure by comparing our building fees with

those of other communities in the immediate area. Based on that study, staff recommends that

the Peachtree City permit fee structure be revised as follows:

1. The fee for Residential Building Permits should be increased from $. lO/ SF with a $ 200

minimum to $. 25/ SF with a $ 300 minimum.

2. The fee for Commercial Building Permits should be increased from $ 3/1 000 with a $ 30

minimum to $ 5/ 1000 with a $ 300 minimum.

3. The fee for Accessory Building Permits should remain the same at $ 20 minimum.

4. The fee for Trade Permits should be increased from $ 25 minimum to $ 50 minimum.

5. The fee for Pool Permits should be increased from $ 20 to $ 50.

6. The fee for Fence Permits should remain the same at $ 20.

7. A new fee should be established for Sign Permits. It is recommended that the new fee be

25 for each freestanding and/or wall sign for which a permit is currently required.

8. The fee for Re- Inspections should be increased from $ 25 to $ 25 minimum, with $25 for first

call- back and $ 50 for each additional call- back.

9. The rezoning fee should be increased from $ 200 minimum and $ 2500 maximum to $ 600

plus $25 per acre with no maximum limit.

10. The variance fee should be increased frbm $50 per request to $ 250 per request.

Attachment " B"





























CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor and Council Members

t~8.= nl M<MoJIrn, COy Man" 
I' jJ:.. '

Colin Halterman, Assistant City ~~ ! t
Paul Salvatore, Financial Services Director . e:j:? ~
Janet Camburn, Assistant Financial Services Director U
Angela Egan, Purchasing Agent ~

Tom Corbett, Public Services Director ~

VIA:

FROM:

DATE: March 9, 2006

SUBJECT: Street Resurfacing
March I6, City Council Meeting

Recommendation: Staff recommends contrllcting for street resurfacing services with APAC for

the bid price of$693, 112. 95. .

Discussion: More than forty ( 40) vendors were mailed invitations to bid on the City Street

Resurfacing project. .
Two bids were received as follows:

APAC 693, 112. 95 - SPLOST funded streets - $ 535, 723.25

City funded streets - $ 157, 389. 70

862, 270. 00 - SPLOST funded streets $ 665, 570. 00

City funded streets - $ 196,700.00

E.R. Snell

Bud!!et Impact: There are sufficient SPLOST funds and City funds to cover the cost of this

project.

Attachments





BID FOR CONSTRUCTION

THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW ARE TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCEWITH THE GEORGIA STATE

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT STANDARD' SPECIFICATIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS AND

BRIDGES 2001 EDITION, AND THE 1997 SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIFICATIONS BOOK AND THE

SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIFICITIONS AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN THIS CONTFlACT.

I. BASE BID - SPLOST FUNDED STREETS

ITEM

NO. ITEM DESCRIPTION

APPROXIMATE
QUANTITIES'

UNIT
PRICE

402 Recycled Asphaltic Concrete 3, 975 Tons

9. 5 mm Superpave, Group 1 or

2, including Bituminous Materials

and Hydrated Lime

402 Recycled Asphaltic Concrete 100 Tons

Patching including Bituminous

Materiais and Hydrated Lime

400 Asphaltic Concrete Permaflex, 3, 375 Tons

including Bituminous Materials

3.1.1

140. 2.0

fofo.oo

Mill & Plane Asphaltic Concrete

Pavement

500 SY rS:'tL

TOTAL

AMOUNT

2'11 , 2.,-/.f. 'Z5"'

1. C?2.0 . ():)

L'LZ. fb'O. VO

T70(;.01)

TOTAL BASE BID 2006 SPLOST FUNDED STREETS'

II. BASE BID. CITY FUNDED STREETS

c;3s, 7'2. 3. 25

ITEM

NO. ITEM DESCRIPTION

APPROXIMATE

QUANTITIES . PRICE
UNIT

AMOUNT

402 Recycled Asphattic Concrete

9.5 mm Superpave, Group 1 or

2, including Bituminous Materials

and Hydrated Lime

402 Recycied Asphaltic Concrete

Patching including Bituminous

Materials and Hydrated Lime

1, 110 Tons 73. 27

100 , Tons 140. 2.0

400 Asphaltic Concrete Permaflex,

including Bituminous Materials

940 Tons 00

TOTAL BASE BID 2006 CITY FUNDED STREETS

TOTAL BASE BID 2006 STREET RESURFACING PROGRAM
SPLOST FUNDED STREETS AND CITY FUNDEI:> STREETS)

TOTAL

gl.~2."I.70

IJ./02tJ, co
I

r,./l.. ol.JO. Oo

t;7, ~. 7o

Co'i::', /12. , 9rb

NOTE: Contractor shall submit a bid on Base Bid I and Base Bid II.

It is understood that the quantities shown are apfJroximate only and are subject either to increase or

decrease and any increases or decreases shall 6e paid for at the contract unit price. In case of

discrepancy between unit prices and total prices the 'unit prices shall be used and the totals corrected.
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BID FOR CONSTRUCTION

THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW ARE TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GEORGIA STATE

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT STANDARD SPECll'lbATIONS FOR CONStRUCTION OF FlOADS AND

BRIDGES 2001 EDITION, AND THE 1997 SOPPLEMENTAL SPECII' ICATI()NS BOOK AND THE

SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIFICITIONS AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN THIS CONTRACT.

I. BASE BID - SFLOST FUNDED STREETS

ITEM

NO. ITEM DESCRIPTION

402 Recycled Asphaltic Concrete

9.5 rom Superpave, Group 1 or

2, including Bituminous Materials

and Hydrated Lime

402 Recycled Asphaltic Concrete

Patching including Bituminous

Materials and Hydrated Lime

400 Asphaltic Concrete Permatlex,

including Bituminous Materials

MjJJ & Plane Asphaltic Concrete

Pavement

APPROXIMATE

QUANTITIES

3, 975 Tons

100 Ions

3,375 Tons

500 SY

TOTAL BASE BID 2006 SPLOST FUNDED STREETS

11. BASE BID - CITY FUNDED STREETS

ITEM

NO. ITEM DESCRIPTION

402 Recycled Asphaltic Concrete

9. 5 mm Superpave, Group 1 or

2, including Bituminous Materials

and Hydrated Lime

402 Recycled Asphaltic Concrete

Patching including Bituminous

Materials and Hydrated Lime

400 Asphaltic Concrete Permatlex,

including Bituminous Materials

APPROXIMATE

QUANTITIES; PRICE

1, 110 Tons

100 Tons

940 Tons

TOTAL BASE BID 2006 CITY FUNDED STREETS

TOTAL BASE BID 2006 STREET RESURFACING PROGRAM

SPLOST FUNDED STREETS AND CITY FUNDED ' STREETS)

UNIT

J/
R1CE ^

r1j'~

TOTAL

AMOUNT

P/tPZltJ !9-

1';~5~ .I;t.~5t?C> ~

I!f~ ff~/~5'c)~

16 ~ J;..l.l~ e!!-

I'l5~~?()~

UNIT

MOUNT

I'-~f-!E-

1~()5'~

Jette

TOTAL

I f,J.,1~~

I ,2 ~5t/t) ~

J'J.ffJl~

117f1fJ!J
1,2 ,l.7~~

NOTE: Contractor shall submit a bid on Base BId I and Base Bid II.

It Is understood that the quantities shown are approximate only and are subject either to Increase or

decrease and any Increases or decreases shall be paid for at the contract unit price. In case of

discrepancy between unit prices and totJJl prices the unit prIces shall be used and the totals corrected.
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CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE: March 10, 2006

SUBJECT: Resolution opposing Senate Resolution 1040 (Inverse Condemnation)

March 16, 2006, City Council Meeting

Recommendation:

Staff recommends that Council adopt the attached resolution in opposition to Senate Resolution

1040 on Inverse Condemnation.

Discussion:

Senate Resolution 1040, currently pending in the General Assembly, calls for amending the

Georgia Constitution regarding inverse condemnation. This legislation threatens local

governments' abilities to enforce zoning and land use designations by redefining inverse

condemnation. This is particularly harmful to a city built on principles of land planning.

Georgia Municipal Association is strongly opposed to the legislation, and a copy of their talking
points is attached.

Bud!!et Impact:

The resolution has no budgetary impact, but passage of the legislation and the Constitutional

Amendment could have tremendous financial' impact on the city if required to compensate

property owners for the redefined " taking" ofthe value of their properties.



CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY

STATE OF GEORGIA

RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS OPPOSITION ro SENATE RESOLUTION 1040 PRESENTLY

PENDING IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA, PERTAINING TO

INVERSE CONDEMNATION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, Senate Resolution 1040 is presently pending in the General Assembly of the

State of Geprgia; and

WHEREAS, Senate Resolution 1040 wou,ld call for a referendum of the voters of this state

to decide whether to amend the Constitution of the State of Georgia of 1983 so as to authorize the

General Assembly to provide, by general law, for additional methods for the payment of just and

adequate compensation with respect to the taking of private property which results from

unreasonably burdensome govemmental actions, and would further authorize the General Assembly

to define the scope of actions which shall constitute a taking for such purposes; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court and the Georgia Supreme Court have

established what constitutes a " taking" under the Federal and State Constitutions, thereby

establishing the parameters of a claim for inverse condemnation; and

WHEREAS, both the United States Supreme Court and the Georgia Supreme Court have

emphasized the " public use" requirement in inverse condemnation cases, thereby distinguishing

other zoning or similar restrictions on the use of private property from those instances wherein

private property is required to be used for the benefit of the public; and

WHEREAS, re- defining what constitutes a claim for inverse condemnation will negatively

impact a local govemment's ability to impose buffer requirements on developers and property

owners, and may further impact zoning, land development, enviromnental, and similar regulations

to the detriment of the citizens ofthe State of Georgia; and



WHEREAS, " unreasonable governmental actions" could include such local regulations such

as zoning and land development ordinances, stream arid watershed protection ordinances, and other

enviromnental regulations;

WHEREAS, allowing such inverse condemnation claims will result in increased costs to

such entities so as to defend such claims to the detriment ofthe citizens ofthe State of Georgia; and

WHEREAS, it is apparent that Senate Resolution 1040 is intended by its sponsors solely to

benefit the developers and development community of the State of Georgia and not the average

property owner of the State of Georgia in that buffers are typically established and implemented

during the development phase.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Peachtree City Council do

hereby encourage and support the members of the General Assembly to oppose Senate Resolution

1040.

IT IS SO RESOLVED, this _ day of March, 2006.

ATTEST:

Jane Miller, City Clerk Harold Logsdon, Mayor
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Talking Points
Inverse Condemnation"

a. k.a. the There Goes the Neighborhood Act of 2006

Senate Resolution 1040

There goes the neighborhood. The Senate Judiciary Committee has passed a proposed
amendment to the Georgia Constitution, Senate Resolution 1040. If enacted, this would

result in requiring local governments to' either drastically raise taxes in order to pay

property owners for obeying the law or simply give up on enforcing community supported
land use rules. Supporters of this proposal believe that existing legal remedies available
to property owners are not enough. They think the law should be expanded to require
local governments to pay individuals whenever they can' t do whatever they want with

their property - despite the impact on their neighbors.

How would this work exactly? Many communities have enacted land use ordinances and

zoning to prevent the overabundance of uses that bring down property values and cause

public nuisances. The newly created City of Sandy Springs, for example, has enacted

regulations for nude dance clubs. Most such ordinances dictate the location of these

enterprises in order to minimize the negative effects of crime. If the proponents of SR

1040 have their way, local governments will not be able to stop porn shop owners and

liquor store operators from locating in neighborhoods without paying them huge sums.

Ultimately it will be the local taxpayer who bears the cost to provide that compensation.

The impact on the environment would be disastrous. Currently, local rules provide for

buffers between water sources and dangerous polluting industries, and require that

developers leave a certain number of trees in place to help prevent dangerous runoff.

Once the supporters of SR 1040 have their: way, local taxpayers will be paying industry
not to contaminate their drinking water.

The negative effect on our neighborhoods would be swift and severe. Currently, local

laws allow various uses for property depending on their appropriateness in different
areas. For example, your neighbor may wish to open up a 24 hour fast food drive-

through restaurant, or even a crematorium in the middle of your residential

neighborhood, but zoning laws typically don' t allow that because of the negative impact
on your property value and the neighborhood. If the backers of SR 1040 get their way,
the local government would have to allow the use or pay them for the difference in value

between their house and the commercial use they wanted. Again, at taxpayer expense.

The ramifications of this proposal reach far and wide. Both state and local laws require
minimum distances between bars and schoOls or churches. If this proposal is successful,

local taxpayers will be paying the bar owners not to be next door to schools and

churches. This poorly thought- out legislation would spell the end of sign ordinances, tree

buffers, greenspace requirements, historic preservation, and set- back requirements.

For most Georgians, their home is the biggest investment they will ever make. They
want to see those investments protected, ~ Iong with the health of the communities in
which they are located. All rights come with responsibilities. Until now that has meant

property owners must respect the impact their use has on their neighbors. Anyone that
still believes they should have a say in how their neighborhood is protected should urge
their State Senator to oppose SR 1040. .




