
City Council of Peachtree City
Minutes of Meeting

March 4, 2010

7: 00 p.m.

The City Council of Peachtree City met Thursday, March 4, 2010, in the City Hall Council

Chambers. Mayor Don Haddix called the meeting to order at 7: 00 p.m. Council Members

present: Vanessa Fleisch, Erik Imker, Kim Leamard, and Doug Sturbaum.

Announcements Awards, Special Recol!nition

Mayor Haddix gave the Oath of Office to Reserve Police Officer Pete Waldrop. Commission on

Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies ( CALEA) Commissioner Louis Dekmar presented
the Police Department with its reaccreditation certificate, noting that the City' s department had

also been named as a Flagship Agency for demonstrating success in the accreditation process.
Haddix presented a proclamation to Fayette Volunteer marking the publication' s first

anniversary. Haddix read the 2010 Census Partner proclamation, noting the City' s commitment

to partnering with the United States Census Bureau to ensure a full and accurate count in 2010.

March 15 - 21 was proclaimed as DeMolay Week.

Citizen Comment

Keep Peachtree City Beautiful ( KPTCB) Director Al Yougel addressed Council, noting that

4, 555 community service hours had been performed since the program' s inception in March

2009. He also showed photos of trash in several areas of the City. The trash included large bags
of garbage and car doors.

Al!enda Chanl!es

There were no changes to the agenda.

Minutes

Learnard moved to approve the February 18, 2010, regular meeting minutes as written.

Sturbaum seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Monthlv Reports
Haddix noted there was an additional document on the dais - the Building Department monthly

report. Imker referred to the list of donations made to the City during January, noting that over

8, 000 had been donated for various items, including funds for the Police Department and the

historical marker.

Consent Al!enda

1. Consider Surplus of Fire Department Air Packs

2. Consider Braelinn Concession Expansion
Fleisch moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Leamard seconded. The motion carried

unanimously.

Leamard thanked Sturbaum and the Peachtree City Little League Association ( Sturbaum serves

as president of the organization) on the funding for the expansion and the hours spent getting the
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fields in shape. Sturbaum added that the travel baseball teams and the home school league also

participated, adding it was a good community effort by all. Haddix also noted the importance of

the community' s volunteers.

New Ae:enda Items

03- 10- 01 Public Hearing - Consider Variance Request to Article IV of the Fire

Protection and Prevention Ordinance

Pete Love of Marksmen Construction, Inc., addressed Council, saying that his company wanted

to complete the Lexington Village townhome project in the same method of construction as the

other 34 units. He continued that his company purchased the development from the Federal

Deposit Insurance Agency ( FDIC) in April 2009. All 34 of the completed units had been sold;

they were currently in closing on the last one. Everyone on staff had been very cooperative.
Marksman was very familiar with sprinkler systems and put in them all of their commercial

structures. He pointed out that the other units all had two-hour fire walls and smoke detectors in

every room. They felt the remainder of the project should be grandfathered along with the units

already built. Council had amended the ordinance to require sprinklers in multi- family projects
in 2008. They were not opposed to sprinklers, but it would put an undue hardship on the other

owners. The final 12 units would not be in any more harm' s way than anyone else without the

sprinklers. Love said the process had started in October with the Fire Department, eventually
making its way to the City Attorney, who said an opinion from Council was needed. His

company simply wanted to finish the project in the same fashion as the other 34 units. They

hoped to put 12 more taxpayers in the development this year.

Interim Community Development Director/ City Plauner David Rast gave a brief history of the

project, noting that the final site plan had been approved in 2004 for 46 townhome units. The

building permit was issued in January 2007 for the majority of the units, but the permit for the

last 12 ( units 23- 34) was not picked up until June 29, 2007, and it expired on December 29,

2007. On November 14, 2007, the former owner asked to extend the building permit until June

29, 2008, and the Building Official approved the request on November 21, 2007. The former

developer filed for bankruptcy, the property went into foreclosure, and the lending bank was

closed by the FDIC.

Rast continued that, in the mean time, the Fire Department had been working on the ordinance to

require sprinklers in multi- family developments and other buildings, and Council adopted the

ordinance on March 6, 2008. The applicant purchased 14 partially completed units and the 12

undeveloped lots from the FDIC on April 9, 2009, then completed the partially finished units and

sold them. Discussions began on the unconstructed units and whether they fell under the 2008

ordinance or not, and staff felt they did because the building permit had lapsed.

r-

Staff recommended the variance not be approved. The sprinkler ordinance protected the

structures and the people living in the homes and adjoining properties. Rast said it was an

unfortunate situation, noting that Marksmen had put a lot of effort into revitalizing Lexington
Circle. If the variance were granted, it would set a precedent for any future multi- family

developments. Rast added that the previous developer had put all the infrastructure in place,
including the roads.














