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We as a city, as a community, and as a country have been through quite a lot this
past year. 

We are living in volatile times with many issues, trials, and travails and yet we as a

city, got through the year very well all things considered. 

Our finances are the strongest they have been in 20 years! 

That information comes from our finance director who has been here for 20

years. 

In light of Covid , in March we made budget adjustments that were prudent and

strategic that can help our overall financial position for years to come. 

We have spent literally years rebuilding departments and putting in place
management to better serve our citizens. 

As a result of reinvesting in our community we have once again restored the city
to be a place where people want to be on the south side of Atlanta. 

This is a huge accomplishment given where we started. 

The turnaround has been due in part by all of the council and staff working
together to better serve the community in which we live. 

Yes, this council works together! 

It has always been a goal to be sure that the people of our community are
informed. We meet every first and third Thursday at 6: 30 and if you cannot be

there in person we have been live streaming our meetings for over 10 years. We

have social media pages for the city government, the police and fire departments

and recreation and our Visit Peachtree City page. Please subscribe to those pages

for accurate information. 

Our city continued to be hard at work throughout the pandemic. 



Both our Police and Fire departments have been actively serving you, some
additional duties this year included providing services for protests that were held
in the city. 

This Mayor and council both respect and support the public safety officials in our
city and will continue to do so. 

Our recreational staff adapted to the constraints due to Covid. As you know, 

many events around the world were canceled due to the pandemic. Our facilities

throughout the city remained open as much as possible during the year. 

We continue to do public works projects with the SPLOST allocation and with
general funds. The public works department was busy paving parking lots that

believe it or not had never been paved in the 60 plus year history of our city. Both
the field at Braelinn and the Girls Softball facility at Meade Field are now paved
for our families using those facilities. 

As well we have continued to make headway in our quest to improve the quality
of our roads. This year we paved just over 15 miles of our approximately 200
miles of road. The funding from SPLOST which passed resoundingly by our
community in 2017 continues to make a positive impact on the state of the

infrastructure in our city. 

We continue to make improvements in the infrastructure that you can see and
what you cannot see. To underestimate that achievement would be a mistake

that could take us backward into the future. 

We also continue to correct projects that were done poorly and quite frankly
cheaply in the past. The golf cart bridge beside City Hall is an example of such a
project that was completed this year. 

The gateway bridge was a project that was identified decades ago and yet it is just

being done now. I am grateful that we have a council that works together to

make positive things happen and improve the quality of life for our community. 

During the recession many complained about empty store fronts and the lack of
industry being attracted to our city. 



However, due to the policy of reinvesting in our community, that is no longer the
case. 

Though the true economic impact of Covid on our local businesses is yet to be
seen. 

Here are our approximate vacancies rates: 

Retail 6. 7% 

Office 9. 6

Industrial 2. 8% 

The pre Covid upswing in the economy as well as the positive impact of

improvements we have made in our city led the council to seek advice regarding
possible redevelopment plans. 

We did a market study of over 400 acres in order to have a better understanding
of the potential demands of private property owners. 

A detailed market study of this nature has NEVER been done before in Peachtree

City. We pride ourselves on being a planned community and yet we have never
had certain data to guide us in the decision making process. 

Did you know that years ago we didn' t know how many road miles we had or how
many subdivision entrances we needed to maintain or have procedures in place

for groups to rent our facilities? 

Happily, I can report that we have that kind of data now so that we can do repair

and replacement schedules for much of the infrastructure throughout the city. If

a developer wants to redevelop or develop a property we have standards that
need to be met. Those enhanced standards are over and above what most

municipalities require and it costs more to develop here. That is a good thing as

we are looking out for the taxpayers that take on the responsibility of maintaining



that infrastructure after the developer has left and families are enjoying living

here in our great city. 

We have done so many things to improve the city that the prices for homes and

land here have increased. The average age of a home is roughly 30 years old. 

One of the goals of reinvesting in our community has been to give homeowners

the confidence to reinvest in their own homes. 

Per the MLS, the average sale price of a home in 2020 was $ 458, 846 the median

sale price was $ 400, 000. 

80 percent of the land in Peachtree City is residential real estate. We have

worked when possible, to change that ratio so that we aren' t as dependent upon

homes for our tax base and insure our future ability to pay for our high quality

services. 

Yet we must learn from past history and be cautious about placing industries in

close proximity to residential homes. We cannot correct the past, we can only

learn from it. 

Our quality of life has attracted people to our community, the area along the

West Village which was approved in 2007 and wasn' t started until 2017 is thriving. 

The Cresswind development is starting its final phase. Ironically, a lot of the

residents who purchased in Cresswind were Peachtree City residents who sold

their older homes in favor of new. The important thing is that they want to stay

in our community and this was an opportunity for them to do so. 

Last year at this time we all envisioned a much different 2020 than the one that

we received. Here we are again at the start of a new year and things haven' t

started out as smoothly as we all would have hoped. 

You should be very proud of how your city has weathered many of the storms and

curve balls that we have been thrown. 

Our goal has been simple, to continue to be here providing services for our

community. Period. 



2021 is an election year here in Peachtree City. Three positions will be up in

November, two council seats and the Mayor. This is my last time addressing you

as term limits prevent me from running again. 

When I ran almost twelve years ago for council, I did so out of gratitude for the

community that was a safe place to raise my family and I saw the cracks in the

veneer of our city that I thought I could help fill. I continue to be grateful that we

have such a wonderful community and I encourage all of you to take the time and

become involved and learn more about your community for yourselves. 

In the information age there is also much misinformation please take the time to

learn and rely upon your own understanding. 

As we move forward in uncertain times please keep the faith and remain
optimistic. 

Let us all take the time to be kind to one another as we embark upon another

historical year for our community and the world. 
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