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Robert Brown took extreme exception to Learnard' s and lmker' s comments that the County
would not get anything because its representative was opposed to being a member of the ARC,

saying the County would not get anything out of the ARC anyway. It was better to have

someone who would stand up and fight for what was best for Fayette County than to have a

representative that would vote for mass transit and the Outer Perimeter.

Fleisch said all Council was asking for the mayors to reconvene and choose another

representative.

Sturbaum read the following statement:

Our last council meeting presented us with a situation and slides concerning the ARC

and HB 277 along with the role Fayette County would play in this program going
forward.

The Mayor discussed several slides to the group two weeks ago. It was voted to remain

in ARC. The Mayor then noted that he would push for the improvement of the 85/ 74

intersection which is in Fulton County but helps Fayette. That sounds like teamwork.

Last Friday afternoon, a letter seeking the resignation of the Mayor off the RTR was

transmitted out to the Mayor, Mr. Meeker and 1. This is not the way to conduct business.

This council is not guided by the rules of "Survivor". You do not vote someone " off the

island" because you disagree with them. I would hope that there is not a level of this

support at the ARC since others may disagree at the RTR on project allocations. I would

expect an agency with this much responsibility and potential taxpayer funding to

encourage alternative opinions and address said issues.

There is entirely too much " big government" happening in today' s time. There is

nothing wrong in objecting to a position or offering an alternative. This issue was

evident this past Tuesday.

Democracy is built on disagreements and stating that one would be ineffective based on a

position is incorrect. Kennedy did not remove Adlai Stephenson at the UN Debates

during the Cuban Missile Crisis and it paid off immensely. The Mayor should not resign
based on his critique.

In closing, stay on the RTR, work with the other members and use our county

transportation plan to the maximizedposition available. We as a council should support

your efforts at the RTR and bringforward ideas similar to what your fellow county

mayors will bringforth.

Steve Brown said that, when HB 277 was in the news, the Fulton County mayors got together
and demanded the entire IO- county region conform to their will and make everyone pay for

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority ( MARTA). They had since quieted down,

someone was consoling them, and they would try to get their way. Brown recalled he was the
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odd person out on the TDK Boulevard extension. Everyone had said it would relieve 25% of the

traffic on SR 54 West. Brown said. the road had nothing to do with traffic relief. The road was

later abolished, and his predecessor as mayor had to admit the extension of the road into Coweta

County was not in the best interests of the City. Haddix had been looking for alternatives, which

was not a bad thing. The '' we' re all going to go along to get along" attitude at the ARC level

would not work. Everyone had an equal vote on the RTR, but the RTR did not select the

projects. The projects filtered through several layers of committees, then the RTR voted on what

was handed to them. If there was nothing on the plate, it did not matter if there was equal
representation or not. The referendum was based on popular vote, which was where Fayette

County would be slaughtered. Every registered voter in the County could vote no, and the

County would still lose.

Fleisch said it was a misconception that Peachtree City was the only city asking Haddix to be

replaced as the RTR representative. She read from a letter dated November 4, 2010, from the

Town of Tyrone that had been signed by Council Members Tracy Young, Eric Dial, Ken

Matthews, and Gloria Furr and just approved at their meeting that same night. The letter read:

r:
p,

Several months ago, a debate began about leaving the Atlanta Regional Commission

ARC) and joining the Three Rivers Regional Commission ( TRRC.) The reasons for
leaving ARC are primarily related to the Transportation Investment Act of2010 ( HB

277.) This debate began with Mayor Don Haddix, Mayor Don Rehwaldt, and Steve

Brown announcing their desire to move to TRRC. We, the undersigned, recognize their

views and opinions but do not wholly support them.

After reviewing the pros and cons ofsuch a move, the Councilpublicly discussed this

topic at length and the consensus was to remain with the ARC. With the amount of

information provided, the Council has decided that leaving ARC to join TRRC is not in

the best interest of the citizens ofFayette County.

Due to the adverse effect this public debate is likely to have on Fayette County, we

believe it would be wise for Mayor Haddix to resign as Fayette County' s Mayoral

Representative to the Regional Transportation Roundtable. This recommendation is in

conjunction with that of the Peachtree City Council dated October 29, 2010.

We respectfully request that the mayors reconvene for the specific purpose ofelecting a

new representative to serve on the Regional Transportation Roundtable.

Fleisch added that the motion was also being voted on that night in Fayetteville and Woolsey.

lmker added that he had spoken to Brooks and Woolsey, and those mayors also felt the County

had been damaged by the representation on the RTR.

r
Bob Ross said no one-month tenure could irreparably damage a position on a board that would

meet for a year. He had listened to other Councils, but he had elected this Council, and they

were the ones who would carry out what was best for the City and the County. He asked if the

other officials in the County had done the work that Haddix and the Council had done. He did










