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certified letter, and e- mailed lobbyists before receiving her cable blocking for free. Clark said it
was not right for parents trying to, protect their children from indecency to go through so much
before receiving the controls. Sh,e. a.ske~ (~()\1llcil toepsl.l!e th()se pareptal controls were made
available to families before renegotiating the City' s agreement with COMCAST.

Brown clarified that the statement that the control devices would be provided free came from
Robert Sachs, president and CEO of National Cable and Telecommunications Association
NCT A). Clark added that she had a lot of documentation and asked why ittook26 days to make
things right. Brown noted that he ~ ad not watched television for .13 years, but he had talked with
parents and read articles in the newspapers.

Cindy Fallon addressed Council a~~ gave them.~ copy ofa lettershe..h~dwritten to Andy Macke
at COMCAST dated October 13, 1004. Fallon said she had cut back to the smallest package and
was furious when she was told she" would have to go up to the next package in order to obtain the

parental controls, which she would have to pay for.

E.R. Clark noted there was no regulating agency for cable television. The basic television
networks also had language, nudity, and other offensive programming. He asked the City to

make the information available that blocking boxes were available to cable subscribers on

request, and that the City should be a leader in taking a stand against offensive programming.

Brown moved to follow the lead of the NCTA and provide an ordinance at the next meeting that

required all cable providers in the City to supply subscribers with the ability to block undesirable
channels at no charge. Rapson seconded.

Rapson asked if Andy Macke ' rith COM<:AST was at the.. trle~tip~. . . . Public. Information
Officer/Deputy City Clerk Betsy Tyler told Council that Macke had intended to be at the meeting,

but anticipated the discussion woqld be later based on theagerida. Rapson said if Macke was

willing to make the blocking equipment available in the contract, then there would be no need for
an ordinance. Kourajian said he wanted to hear what Macke had to say. Brown noted the cable

company was not legally required to provide the blocking devices,

Brown said making the blocking equipment available was not legally required, but was a

suggestion of the national association. Rapson withdrew his second to Brown' s motion. Brown
moved to hold the agenda item u.ntil Macke arrived at the meeting. Rapson seconded. The
motion carried unanimously.

Old A2enda Items

10- 04- 03 Consider Step On~ Annexation Application from John Wieland
Brown noted the additional docum~nton the dais - a memo to City Council from Developmental
Services dated October 21, 2004, ' and the subject " John Wieland Homes Annexation Request,
Potential Number of Housing Units Supplemental for the October 21, 2004, Council Meeting."

City Planner David Rast told Counfil this was the first foray into the new annexation procedures.
John. Wieland Homes submitted all..the information required in Step One of the process. Rast said

Council should consider the application and determine if the application should move forward to

Step Two or not. .
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Dan Fields, vice- president of JoInI Wieland Homes and Neighborhoods, reminded Council they
had met in the spring and discussed the possibility of open charettes. Fields clarified that a

charette was a public workshop. Three .charettes had been held and attended by over 200 people
representing civic groups, neighb()rhood associations, and various interest groups. Fields noted

that some of the items discussed were included in the City' s comprehensive plan. The residents
also wanted continued input into the planning after Step One.

Fields summarized that the major components were transportation, better access to businesses and
restaurants, the opportunity to co()rdinate golf cart paths, an improved railroad crossing with the

possibility of stopping the train whistle at night, soccer fields, dedicated open space adjacent to

the wetlands and Line Creek, Boardwalks in the Line Creek area, and protection for the

environment. The residents wanted MacDuff Parkway extended, as did the Board of Education.
Residents felt the emergency response times would improve if MacDuff Parkway were extended.

Fields pointed out that Line Cree~ was a source of water and was an area to be protected. The

land plan made sewer access econ9mically feasible. Access to sewer allowed for more dedicated

open space and park area. Theop~n space could be configured as a contiguous piece of land that
offered more protection to Line Creek. Other options under consideration included land for
churches, senior living spaces to accommodate the City' s changing demographics, and a Main

Street/town center area.

Fields said that, by annexing the. area, the City could control the development. The zoning
allowed multiple uses, which was endorsed by the AtlantaRegional Commission ( ARC). Fields
said they could only produce a phln to be proud of with the help of the ARC, Georgia Regional
Transportation Authority ( GRTA);' and staff.

Fields continued that approving Step One did not mean Council approved the annexation. They
would continue to refine the plan and to work with the residents. Fields said the plan would help
address school and traffic issues. He asked Council to approve the Step One application so they
could continue to work to come up with a plan that was acceptable to the City,' the residents, and

to the developers.

Dana Kinzer read a prepared stat~ l11ent, which is included in the official meeting file for this

meeting. His statement primarilY,.a4dressed the extensi()n () f MacDuffP, l:irkway and designation
of the area as a " Quiet Zone" by CSX Railroad, as well as emergency response times.

Kourajian asked Fields if the Bo~rd of Education wanted . MacDuff Parkway extended. Fields

said the Mayor indicated that the Board of Education had told him they wanted the road extended

at one of the charettes. Fields saId he had also received calls from the Board of Education and

was asked when the road would}Je extended so they could begin planning for the Centennial

elementary school site.

Brown said he had discussed the MacDuff Parkway extension with School Superintendent John.

DeCotis and three administrators. ... DeCotis said he supported the extension for another access to

the school. Brown said that lengthening the parkway would allow the Board of Education to

build the school because there w~s another access point. Fields said he had spoken with Jerry
Whitaker () f the Board of Educ~ tion' s administrative staff and Whitaker had indicated they
wanted MacDuff Parkway extended. He led Fields to believe that both access points would be

used. Kourajian clarified that the access point was at the former COMCAST location. He noted

that, in the past, the Board of Education had expressed concern about buses using at- grade
































































































































































































































































